Section 5A
Identification, Evaluation, and Selection of
Water Management Strategies

5A.1.5 Methods Used to Investigate Environmental Effects of Proposed Regional Water
Management Strategies

The Regional Water Planning Guidelines (31 TAC 357.7) require that each regional
water management strategy includes an evaluation of environmental factors, specifically effects
on environmental water needs, natural resources, wildlife habitat, cultural resources, and
upstream development on bays, estuaries, and arms of the Gulf of Mexico. These factors were
evaluated for each of the proposed water management strategies according to the level of
description and engineering design information provided. Details regarding the methodology to
investigate environmental water needs, instream flow needs, impact on bays and estuaries, and

fish and wildlife habitat are detailed in Volume II of this report.
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